8.0-9.0
George
Kilmeade, Brian
8.7
Washington's
Secret Six: The
Spies Who Saved
America (Young
Readers Edition)
The American Revolution is well under way in 1776, but things
are looking bleak for General George Washington and his
Continental Army. With Washington's hasty retreat from New
York City in August, many think the war might soon be over.
After all: how on earth is this ragtag group going to defeat its
enemy, the well-trained and well-funded military of the
largest empire in history?
But Washington soon realizes he can't win with military might.
Instead, he must outsmart the British, so he creates a
sophisticated intelligence network: the top-secret Culper Spy
Ring. Drawing on extensive research, Brian Kilmeade and Don
Yaeger tell the fascinating stories of these long unrecognized
spies: a reserved merchant, a tavern keeper, a brash young
longshoreman, a curmudgeonly Long Island bachelor, a
coffeehouse owner, and a mysterious woman.
This vivid and accessible young readers adaptation of the New
York Times bestseller features an exclusive new introduction,
extensive back matter, and eye-catching art throughout.
Chronicling a crucial moment in American history, this
historical thriller will excite and inspire the next generation of
patriots.

Becoming
Obama, Michelle
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle
Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling
women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of
America—the first African American to serve in that role—she
helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House
in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful
advocate for women and girls in the U.S. and around the
world, dramatically changing the ways that families pursue
healthier and more active lives, and standing with her
husband as he led America through some of its most
harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed us a few
dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two downto-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.
In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing
storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world,
chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her
childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an
executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to
her time spent at the world's most famous address. With
unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs
and her disappointments, both public and private, telling her
full story as she has lived it—in her own words and on her own
terms. Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply
personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has
steadily defied expectations—and whose story inspires us to
do the same.

The Radium Girls:
Moore, Kate
8.1
The Dark Story of
America's Shining
Women
The incredible true story of the women who fought America's
Undark danger
The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes
gleaming headlines across the nation as the fresh face of
beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From
body lotion to tonic water, the popular new element shines
bright in the otherwise dark years of the First World War.
Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of
the radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers their
bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like
industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job, these "shining
girls" are the luckiest alive — until they begin to fall
mysteriously ill.
But the factories that once offered golden opportunities are
now ignoring all claims of the gruesome side effects, and the
women's cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the
radium takes hold, the brave shining girls find themselves
embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America's early
20th century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers'
rights that will echo for centuries to come.
Written with a sparkling voice and breakneck pace, The
Radium Girls fully illuminates the inspiring young women
exposed to the "wonder" substance of radium, and their aweinspiring strength in the face of almost impossible
circumstances. Their courage and tenacity led to life-changing
regulations, research into nuclear bombing, and ultimately
saved hundreds of thousands of lives...

Killers of the
Grann, David
8.8
Flower Moon: The
Osage Murders
and the Birth of
the FBI
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were
members of the Osage Indian nation in Oklahoma. After oil
was discovered beneath their land, they rode in chauffeured
automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study
in Europe.
Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family
of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target.
Her relatives were shot and poisoned. And it was just the
beginning, as more and more members of the tribe began to
die under mysterious circumstances.
In this last remnant of the Wild West—where oilmen like J. P.
Getty made their fortunes and where desperadoes like Al
Spencer, the "Phantom Terror," roamed—many of those who
dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered.
As the death toll climbed to more than twenty-four, the FBI
took up the case. It was one of the organization's first major
homicide investigations and the bureau badly bungled the
case. In desperation, the young director, J. Edgar Hoover,
turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to unravel
the mystery. White put together an undercover team,
including one of the only American Indian agents in the
bureau. The agents infiltrated the region, struggling to adopt
the latest techniques of detection. Together with the Osage
they began to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in
American history.
In Killers of the Flower Moon, David Grann revisits a shocking
series of crimes in which dozens of people were murdered in
cold blood. Based on years of research and startling new
evidence, the book is a masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, as
each step in the investigation reveals a series of sinister
secrets and reversals. But more than that, it is a searing
indictment of the callousness and prejudice toward American
Indians that allowed the murderers to operate with impunity
for so long. Killers of the Flower Moon is utterly compelling,
but also emotionally devastating.

Killing Patton: The O'Reilly, Bill
8.4
Strange Death of
World War II's
Most Audacious
General
Readers around the world have thrilled to Killing Lincoln,
Killing Kennedy, and Killing Jesus—riveting works of nonfiction
that journey into the heart of the most famous murders in
history. Now from Bill O'Reilly, anchor of The O'Reilly Factor,
comes the most epic book of all in this multimillion-selling
series: Killing Patton.
General George S. Patton, Jr. died under mysterious
circumstances in the months following the end of World War
II. For almost seventy years, there has been suspicion that his
death was not an accident—and may very well have been an
act of assassination. Killing Patton takes readers inside the
final year of the war and recounts the events surrounding
Patton's tragic demise, naming names of the many powerful
individuals who wanted him silenced.

Dead Wake: The
Larson, Erik
8.6
Last Crossing of
the Lusitania
On May 1, 1915, with WWI entering its tenth month, a luxury
ocean liner as richly appointed as an English country house
sailed out of New York, bound for Liverpool, carrying a record
number of children and infants. The passengers were
surprisingly at ease, even though Germany had declared the
seas around Britain to be a war zone. For months, German Uboats had brought terror to the North Atlantic. But the
Lusitania was one of the era's great transatlantic
"Greyhounds"—the fastest liner then in service—and her
captain, William Thomas Turner, placed tremendous faith in
the gentlemanly strictures of warfare that for a century had
kept civilian ships safe from attack.
Germany, however, was determined to change the rules of the
game, and Walther Schwieger, the captain of Unterseeboot20, was happy to oblige. Meanwhile, an ultra-secret British
intelligence unit tracked Schwieger's U-boat, but told no one.
As U-20 and the Lusitania made their way toward Liverpool, an
array of forces both grand and achingly small—hubris, a
chance fog, a closely guarded secret, and more—all converged
to produce one of the great disasters of history.
It is a story that many of us think we know but don't, and Erik
Larson tells it thrillingly, switching between hunter and hunted
while painting a larger portrait of America at the height of the
Progressive Era. Full of glamour and suspense, Dead Wake
brings to life a cast of evocative characters, from famed
Boston bookseller Charles Lauriat to pioneering female
architect Theodate Pope to President Woodrow Wilson, a man
lost to grief, dreading the widening war but also captivated by
the prospect of new love.
Gripping and important, Dead Wake captures the sheer drama
and emotional power of a disaster whose intimate details and
true meaning have long been obscured by history.

Frozen in Time: An Zuckoff, Mitchell
8.2
Epic Story of
Survival and a
Modern Quest for
Lost Heroes of
World War II
Frozen in Time is a gripping true story of survival, bravery, and
honor in the vast Arctic wilderness during World War II, from
the author of New York Times bestseller Lost in Shangri-La.
On November 5, 1942, a US cargo plane slammed into the
Greenland Ice Cap. Four days later, the B-17 assigned to the
search-and-rescue mission became lost in a blinding storm and
also crashed. Miraculously, all nine men on board survived,
and the US military launched a daring rescue operation. But
after picking up one man, the Grumman Duck amphibious
plane flew into a severe storm and vanished.
Frozen in Time tells the story of these crashes and the fate of
the survivors, bringing vividly to life their battle to endure 148
days of the brutal Arctic winter, until an expedition headed by
famed Arctic explorer Bernt Balchen brought them to safety.
Mitchell Zuckoff takes the reader deep into the most hostile
environment on earth, through hurricane-force winds, vicious
blizzards, and subzero temperatures.
Moving forward to today, he recounts the efforts of the Coast
Guard and North South Polar Inc. – led by indefatigable
dreamer Lou Sapienza – who worked for years to solve the
mystery of the Duck's last flight and recover the remains of its
crew.
A breathtaking blend of mystery and adventure Mitchell
Zuckoff's Frozen in Time: An Epic Story of Survival and a
Modern Quest for Lost Heroes of World War II is also a
poignant reminder of the sacrifices of our military personnel
and a tribute to the everyday heroism of the US Coast Guard.

Courage Has No
Stone, Tanya Lee
8.0
Color, The True
Story of the Triple
Nickles: America's
First Black
Paratroopers
They became America's first black paratroopers. Why was
their story never told? Sibert Medalist Tanya Lee Stone reveals
the history of the Triple Nickles during World War II. World
War II is raging, and thousands of American soldiers are
fighting overseas against the injustices brought on by Hitler.
Back on the home front, the injustice of discrimination against
African Americans plays out as much on Main Street as in the
military. Enlisted black men are segregated from white
soldiers and regularly relegated to service duties. At Fort
Benning, Georgia, First Sergeant Walter Morris's men serve as
guards at The Parachute School, while the white soldiers
prepare to be paratroopers. Morris knows that for his men to
be treated like soldiers, they have to train and act like them,
but would the military elite and politicians recognize the
potential of these men as well as their passion for serving their
country?
Tanya Lee Stone examines the role of African Americans in the
military through the history of the Triple Nickles, America's
first black paratroopers, who fought in a little-known attack on
the American West by the Japanese. The 555th Parachute
Infantry Battalion, in the words of Morris, "proved that the
color of a man had nothing to do with his ability."

Five Days at
Fink, Sheri
8.8
Memorial: Life and
Death in a StormRavaged Hospital
In the tradition of the best investigative journalism, physician
and reporter Sheri Fink reconstructs 5 days at Memorial
Medical Center and draws the reader into the lives of those
who struggled mightily to survive and maintain life amid
chaos.
After Katrina struck and the floodwaters rose, the power
failed, and the heat climbed, exhausted caregivers chose to
designate certain patients last for rescue. Months later,
several of those caregivers faced criminal allegations that they
deliberately injected numerous patients with drugs to hasten
their deaths.
Five Days at Memorial, the culmination of six years of
reporting, unspools the mystery of what happened in those
days, bringing the reader into a hospital fighting for its life and
into a conversation about the most terrifying form of health
care rationing.
In a voice at once involving and fair, masterful and intimate,
Fink exposes the hidden dilemmas of end-of-life care and
reveals just how ill-prepared we are for the impact of largescale disasters—and how we can do better. A remarkable
book, engrossing from start to finish, Five Days at Memorial
radically transforms your understanding of human nature in
crisis.

The Boys in the
Brown, Daniel
8.4
Boat: Nine
James
Americans and
Their Epic Quest
for Gold at the
1936 Berlin
Olympics
For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Depression
comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding
hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable,
intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the
American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in
Berlin what true grit really meant.
It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed
of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the
University of Washington's eight-oar crew team was never
expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great
Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the world by defeating
the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart
of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or
prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered selfregard but also to find a real place for himself in the world.
Drawing on the boys' own journals and vivid memories of a
once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an
unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable
achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young
man's personal quest.
Abraham Lincoln & Freedman, Russell 8.3
Frederick
Douglass: The
Story Behind an
American
Friendship
From the author of Lincoln: A Photobiography, comes a clearsighted, carefully researched account of two surprisingly
parallel lives and how they intersected at a critical moment in
U.S. history. Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass were
both self-taught, both great readers and believers in the
importance of literacy, both men born poor who by their own
efforts reached positions of power and prominence—Lincoln
as president of the United States and Douglass as the most
famous and influential African American of his time. Though
their meetings were few and brief, their exchange of ideas
helped to end the Civil War, reunite the nation, and abolish
slavery. Includes bibliography, source notes, and index.

77 Shadow Street
Koontz, Dean
8.4
Welcome to the Pendleton. Built as a tycoon's dream home in
the 1880s and converted to luxury condominiums not quite a
century later, the Gilded Age palace at the summit of Shadow
Hill is a sanctuary for its fortunate residents. Scant traces
remain of the episodes of madness, suicide, mass murder—
and whispers of things far worse—that have scarred its
grandeur almost from the beginning.
But now inexplicable shadows caper across walls, security
cameras relay impossible images, phantom voices mutter in
strange tongues, not-quite-human figures lurk in the
basement, elevators plunge into unknown depths. With each
passing hour a terrifying certainty grows: Whatever drove the
Pendleton's past occupants to their unspeakable fates is at
work again. And as nightmare visions become real, as a deadly
tide begins to engulf them, the people at 77 Shadow Street
will find the key to humanity's future . . . if they can survive to
use it.

The Immortal Life
Skloot, Rebecca
8.0
of Henrietta Lacks
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as
HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked
the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken
without her knowledge—became one of the most important
tools in medicine: The first "immortal" human cells grown in
culture, which are still alive today, though she has been dead
for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing
the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and
the atom bomb's effects; helped lead to important advances
like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have
been bought and sold by the billions.
Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in an
unmarked grave.
Henrietta's family did not learn of her "immortality" until
more than twenty years after her death, when scientists
investigating HeLa began using her husband and children in
research without informed consent. And though the cells had
launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human
biological materials, her family never saw any of the profits. As
Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks
family—past and present—is inextricably connected to the
dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the
birth of bioethics, and the legal battles over whether we
control the stuff we are made of.
Over the decade it took to uncover this story, Rebecca became
enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks family—especially
Henrietta's daughter Deborah. Deborah was consumed with
questions: Had scientists cloned her mother? Had they killed
her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so important
to medicine, why couldn't her children afford health
insurance?

